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Changli, 
‘a city of 15,000 inhabitants, and the 
centre of her investigations, more During nae +stay in: 


than 30 poisonous drug ~ shops ||| rester. has “been: iged 
clustered outside the city -wall, all }: social’ service work . Toe at *: 


thi gambling, 

lotteries, brothels, and pawnshops with 5 
the drug traffic. She said:— ed . 

“When péople bring their articles aha’ sbpatiegt By taesory onsitia 
to the pawnshop, it is often suggested || said, was the fact that 12-nour shifts 
to them that they take heroin or mor-|| are ‘worked by children, many -of 
phine instead of money. If an in-|| whom are between the ages of 8 and 
jection is desired, a syringe is rented | |g years. 
to the customer on the deferred pay- 
ment system. The first dcse is ob- declared that ‘she | 
.tainable at a low price, but it rises || hardly could believe it possible .that) 


“swiftly aathe "ciistomer thecomes..an! | Pfople were. permitted. to. Work as 


Flong as 16. hours at. tans’ ob = 
Ea ! addict. Lotteries are something quite! 4 

i new in the people’s experience and| | the shifts.~ thinks tha! all 

y, | the decrease in prosperity which has, | women in ‘nine wouldwork to- 

*' | occurred during the last two years, |S¢ther,.these terrible - | con- 


is -due in. great measure to tthe | ditions could be ameliora’ 
Japanese evading payment of. the “I ask you, ‘British, American, and 
Custsms duty on imported ; | Other foreign women, as well as the 
One can purchase drugs for five;| Chinese, to go through just one fac- 
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> served.” . 1} do ‘about changing the 
‘ee ae : _: if | conditions,” she said. 

omen Igmered ! Miss Lester will return to China 

Although: the city:-was ras: forceds.t0) 


‘ 
open a clinic for drug addicts, there: 
is no accommodation for women, Miss, | for 
Lester stated.. She. also mentioned, Women’s National Sonterence.. 

& Fld although 160 drug-shops ; 

= been set up in the County of Cian: 

é during the past two or three. 
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years, 
and 65 of them this year alone, the 
conditions in Changli are better than ~? “5-5 
in.some. of the, other cities of the de- fOr 


4 militarized .zone. _The worst places. — 
. she lists as. Tangshan, Shanhaikuan, 
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REPORT 


ex The British woman leader of t ti- , 
[tiie re ee 
League who, on i?7th, was reported t leaving Peiping 


a 


for an inspection tour of the interior, is the 
. 4 % 
Miss Muriel Lester. x 


1s < en 
t is umderstood that she arrived in nS 


Peiping on April 16th of this year and visited the demilitarized 
zone of Lien Tung, where she studied the social conditions, __ 
On her return to Peiping she gave a lecture in the Ya Woo Hall _ 


on the marcotic traffic and Hwo Wei gambling at Chong Li and other 
laces and on the result of her investigations into these evils 


et SS SS. SV AALS 


Many foreigners were present and are reported to have been much _ 
moved by her speech, ee een 

_..__Miss Lester is reported to have stated that at Chong 

Li alone there are 165 foreign firms openly engaged in the 
traffic of narcotics, opium, heroine, morphia, and other drugs; 
of these firms 116 being run by Japanese and 47 by Koreans. 

She is understood to have sent a copy of her report to the 
League of Nations. 


Miss Lester has now left for the Interior of China 
———________ ss sester has now - 


for further travel and, presumably, investigation, 
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Anti-Imperialism Leader 
Touring in China 


PEIPING, The _British wo- 
man leader of the Anti-Im- 
perial a I 
Bere for an jnspection tour 
of the interior according to 
feliable sources. 


The women leader has 
visited the war zone and is 
writing a report on her 
observations which will be 
submitted to the Leagne of 

{] Nations, China Evening News. 
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China Evening News publishes the following telegram from 
SOIT CAF TEANCON sHAN IS 4PTION J 


Peiping :- 46° 
{ 120 z ITISH Bad IALIST LEADER TO TRAVEL IN THE 


> ' ®Lai Sz Tun"( # Hf &), 2 female 


British anti-Imperialist leader, will tour the interior 
é of China in the near futuree She has submitted to the 
x League of Nations a report on her inspection of war areas 
(Translator's Notes locality not stated). 

According to a statement made by a 
foreigner in Peiping, there are 163 shops selling 
narcotics oper Fe Japanese and Koreans in Chong 
Lien Hsien( & . ) Dastrict whilst similar shops 
exist in other places. The metter has alarmed the 


whole worlde 
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= - _. It_ia believed that Miss Muriel_Lester, Christian —_____. 


social worker, left Shanghai — for Foochow on : Dec cember 31. pci hay 
aboard the_se8Se_ Chipsing. It was her intention to leave 


_.. Shanghai (by air) on January 2 as previously reported, but _ 


_._this_arrangement with the C.eN.AeC,e was cancellede She is ___ 
_.._ now reported in the press as having arrived in Foochow, and, _ 
_in view of the fact thet the shipping companies have no._ 

. ..information bearing on this matter, it is believed that... 
she booked her passage “aboard the ses. Chipsing, in whi 


| case the shipping company can give no information until the 
steamer returnse ieee _— 


_The local N,.Y.K, office who are arranging for her __ 
world's tour, have no information regarding the date of her 


____ departure from Hongkong, although the schedule of sailings 
___indicate that she will leave there on January 20 aboard the _ 
Hakusan Maru for India. 
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: | 2 Headquarters. _ 
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No. DiI A 7 


According to a report received from the Tokyo Police by the _ 


local Japanese Consuler Authorities, the following were the movements 


of Miss Muriel Lester during her sojourn in Tokyo:s- 


_ Miss Muriel Lester arrived at Yokohamaffrom San Fren- 


cisco by the s.s. “Asama Maru". 


October 19 


_During the evening she attended 2 party given by one 
<. Mr. Gilbert Bales, American, and others at the 


Pe Ae 


residence of Mr. De Walther in Shibaku, Tokyo, 
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She lived at this address aQuring her stay. 


October 20 During the afternoon, she delivered an address on 


"The spirit of social work" to students of the 


EOETS TOA), DEAN STORET. 


During the evening, she spoke on her work at the 


October 21 During the afternoon, she delivered a Speech at the 


Union Church. 


At 6 peme she spoke on “Settlement work” at a meeting 


held under the auspices of the Tokyo Social Bureau. 


October 22 At 10.00 asm. she preached on "The way to pray" at 
ea eee oo the Reinansaka Church, Tokyo. 
October 23 At 9 aeme she delivered a speech at the American 
School. 


Pm During the afternoon, she attended a meeting held 
by members of the Monday Club, a body organized 


by women intellectuels, at the Tokyo Asahi Shimbun 
Building. 


October 24 At noon she attended o tiffin party given in her _ 


honour by members of the Y.W.CeA. Kanda. 


At 2.00 p.m. she delivered an address on the “Volun- 
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tary Poverty Movement" to pastors of the League 


of Christiens. — - 


October 25 7 At 2.00 Pem. she spoke ata meeting held ty members 


eee of the YeWeCer- St the Union Church. _ 
_Qetober 26 At 7-00 pem. she gave an address to students of the 
_ i‘ Keio University at her residence. 
Oct ober 27 She left for Yokohama. aed 
_Qeteober 28 After returning from Yokohama, she attended a tiffin 
ecw = party given her by Mr. Amaba, Chief of the 


. ______sdImttelligence Office of the Ministry of the Foreign 
Affairs. 


; During the afternoon, she ettended a meeting held _ 
st by _members of the Women's Peace Society. 


October 29 At 10.30 pem. she left by train for Hokksido end 


Forth Japan. 


She returned to Tokyo from her_northern trip at  _ 
6.350 2 Me 


Movember 7 She remeined home. 


November 8 At 9 asm. she visited the Premier of Japan_and ——— 
exchanged opinions on the Indian problem end on 
__ excnenge?e oe 


the question of women suffrage. 
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At 10.50 a.em. she broadcasted from the Tokyo Broad- 


casting Station on "English Women end their Social 


Work”. 


At noon she attended a meeting held by members of the 


Tokyo Rotary Club and spoke on the "Voluntary 
Poverty Movement". 


At 3 peme she spoke on the "Life of English Students” 
at the Imperial University. 


et 


Jeet SARIN Ete 0 


so baat tani, octet. 


File No............- 
: 7 SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


eepulacq ieee sweets Station, 
REPORT 


F t 
& 
E 
¥ 
i" 
= 


At 4 pem. she explained the work of the Kingsley 


Hall at a meeting held by greduates of the 


___ Japanese Women's University. 

November 9 _ She left Tokyo for Kyoto by train at 9 aem. 

____—~She stayed _ in Kyoto and Kobe until November 18 when she left 
for. Tsingtao by the s.s. "Choan Maru", 
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Sir, 

x have the honour to refer to ny letter 
of Deveriber 27, and to attach a summary of an address 
which Miss Muriel Lester-delivered in the Community 
Church, Avenue Petain, on December 27, on the subject 
of “Voluntary Poverty". 

Miss Lester will give another address in 
the Community Church at 11 aeme December 32, but has 
cancelled the arrangement to speak to the International 
Branch of the YeWeCeAs 

It has been found that Mrs. Garry Hose came 
to Shanghai with Miss Lester, but so far no information 
has been obtained about the recent movements of Mise 
Rosemary Hogge ' 

According to Japanese Authorities, Mise Lester 
arrived in Kobe from Tokyo on November 15 and left for 
Tsingtao by the sese "Choan Maru" on November 18. While 
at Kobe, she resided with a Miss D. Forest, Head Mistress 
of the Kobe Jogakuin (Girls School), Sannomiya, and 
delivered two addrcases, one entitled "The Daily Life of 
Gandh$* at the Kansai University and the other entitled 
“Social Work in London" at the Kobe Giris School. 

I hmve the honour to be, 


Sire 
Your most obedient servant, 


Cd) ¥. W. Gerrara 


Commissioner of Polices 


~Address by Miss Murie) Lester. 


An address entitled “Voluntary Poverty" was delivered 
by Miss Muriel Lester in the Community Church, Avenue Petain, 
on December 27. Miss Lester described herself as a Christian 
Socialist, and explained that she is guided by the laws of 
Heaven as against the laws of the land as riches should. be 
distributed equitably. She and a band of helpers, convinced 
that the economic and social problems of the world sould be 
solved by Christian socialism, founded a number of years ago 
a movement known as the "Voluntary Poverty Group". She 
quoted numerous texts from the scriptures in support of this 
contention and added that the “Voluntary Poverty Group" 
functions chiefly in the slum districts of the East End of 
i.ondon and is able to relieve much suffering there by practising 
self-denial among themselves. The individuals in the Group 
retain sufficient of their fmoome to provide them with the 
daily needs of life, which are cut down to the barest minimum, 
and the surplus reverts to the rightful owners - the poore 
she has dis;'csed of a substantial legacy ase this way herself. 

During Miss Lester’s travels in India, she found Mahatma 
Gandhi to be an ideal Christian Sccialist: whe who has lived 
his life with, and can speak for, the non-vocal masses; one 
who can interpret their thoughts, their wants and their 
ideals; one who can tell the —s and others that they have 
mo right to the riches they om. Gandhi is a "dear friend* 
of Miss Lester's, and he allowed her the honour to be hostess 
to him for a period of three months during his visit to England. 

The speaker related numerous anecdotes concerning her 
work among the poor and spoke with emphasis on the sacrifices 
she had made én their behalf. 
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Questions were invited at the conclusion of the 
address, and a lady sardonicaliy asked whether it was 
not a waste of money to furnish Passages for globe- 
trotters, much to the embarrassment of the speakere 
Other questions elicited the fact that only three small 
Voluntary Poverty Groups, known by different names, 
exist in England, a few in India, but none elsewhere, 
althouzh the speaker believed that Groups c@uld be 
founded in Chinae 

The sarcasm and witticiam volunteered during the 
questioning period must have left the speaker with an 
impression that her address was not sonvincing to the 
audience of about 100. 

Miss Lester announced in the course of the address 
that she intends to visit India soon. 
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—Addrees Wy Mise Murie) lester. 


An address entitled “Voluntary Poverty" was delivered 
ty Miss Muriel Lester in the Community Church, Avenue Petain, 
on December 27. Mises Lester described herself as a Christian 
socialist, and explained that she is guided by the laws of 
Heaven as against the laws of the land as riches should be 
distributed equitably. She and a band of helpers, convinced 
that the economic and social problems of the world could be 
selved by Christian socialiam, founded a number of years ago 
a movement known as the "Voluntary roverty Group". She 


quoted numerous texts from the scriptures in support of this 
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contention and added that the "Voluntary Poverty Group" 
functions chiefly in the slum districts of the East End of F 
+-ondon and is able to relieve mich suffering there by practising | 
self-denial among themselves. The individuals in the Group 
retain sufficient of their income to provide them with the i 
daily needs of life, which are cut down to the barest minimum, 
and the surplus reverts to the rightful owners —- the poore 
she has dis. sed of a substantial legacy in this way herself. 
During Miss Lester's travels in India, she found Mehatma 
Gandhi to be an ideal Christian Socialist: whe who has lived 
his life with, and can speak for, the non-evoeel msses; one 
who can interpret their thoughts, their wants and their. 
ideals; one who can tell the Rmbobs and cthers that they have 
mo right to the riches they own. Gandhi is ea “dear friend" 
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of Miss Lester's, and he allowed her the honour to be hostess i 
to him for a period of three months during his visit to England. | 
The speaker related numerous anecdotes concerning her 


work among the poor and spoke with emphasis on the sacrifices 
she had made @n their behalf. 
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Questions were invited at the conclusion of the 
address, and a lady sardonically asked whether it wag 
not a waste of money to furnish passages for globe- 
trotters, much to the embarrassment of the speakers 
Other questions elicited the fact that only three srail 
Voiuntary Poverty Groups, known by different names, 
exist in England, a few in India, but none elsewhere, 
although the speaker believed that Groups céuld be 
founded in China. 

‘The sareasm and witticiam volunteered during the 
questioning period mast mmve left the speaker with an 
impression that her address was not convincing to the 
audience of about 100. 

Miss Lester announced in the course of the address 
that she intends to visit India soon.e 
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His sritannic Majesty's Consul presents 
his compliments to the Commissioner of Police 
and. has the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, 
the receipt of his letter of the 2lst instant, 


regarding the movements of Miss Muriel Lester, 


H-B.M. Consulate-General, 1S 
Shanghai. 
22nd December, 1933. 
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Subject (in full)... Wiss Muriel Lester's Address at. the Community Ghurch, 


Made by........... D.Se..Sansom oo ....Forwarded kp ote B LAE ne A 
WO December 
—__Hall_in the East Bnd of London, delivered an address 7 


___ Community Church, Avenue Petain, on the subject ofs—"Volunt 


Poverty"e 


—______.__- In describing her ian So ist 


Lester explained that she is cuided by the Jaws of Heaven ag 


__ @sfainst the laws of the land insofar as i+ is right and just 
for riches to be distributed equitablye A number of years 
ago, Miss Lester and a band of helpers, convinced that the 


ere 


economic and social problems of the world could be solved by _ 
Christian Socialism, founded a movement known as the "Voluntary 


__Poverty Group". Numerous texts from the scriptures were quoted 
in support of her contention and an outline of her particular _ 
efforts in that direction was given as an example of real 


Christian work The “Voluntary Poverty Group" functions 
chiefly in the sium districts of the Bast End of London and _ 
is able to relieve much suffering there by practising self=— 


denial among themselyes. The individuals in the Group retain 


sufficient of their income to provide them with the daily needs 
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of Life, which are cut down to the harest minimum, and the 


Surplus reverts to the rizhtful owners — the poors Miss 
Lester has disposed of a substantial legacy in that wave es 


to revisit, Miss Lester found Mahatma Gandhi to be an jideaz 


Christian Socialist: one has lived his life with, and can __ 
W_ speak for, the non—vocal masses; one who can interpret their 
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Subject (in full). 


__—The speaker related numerous anecdotes concerning her 
Work among the poor, and well emphasised her particular sacrifices 
._Which even went to the extent of walking down Regent Street in 


the summertime without wearing glovese — ssssssss—C‘(Csi‘C—C—‘—~—‘—~—s—s—s—sSsSS 


Questions were invited at the conclusion of the address, 


and a lady sardonically asked whether it was not a waste of money 
_to furnish passage 


exist in Sngland, a few in India, but none elsewhere, although 
_the speaker believed that Groups would be founded in China.  __ 


riod must have left the speaker with an impression that her 
address was not convincing to the audience of about 100, 
On Sunday, December 31 at 11 asm, Miss Lester will preach 


_at the Community Church and not at the International Branch of the 
YeWeGeAe as previously reported, 
_ _It is known that Mrs Garry Hose arrived in Shanghai 


together with Miss Lester, but the movements of Miss Rosaline 


another of the party, cannot be traced as far as Shanghaia 


H—_--_.____The sarcasm and witticism volunteered during the questioning 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


Headquar’ 
REPORT 


Date__VECoemoess 269 19 


Subject (in full)Information from the Japanese Consulate re: Miss Muriel Les$er- 


Made by 


De Se Umemotoe Forwarded b ln ae ee oe pestered at 


____It is learned from the local Japanese Consular Authorities 
f 


that Miss Muriel Lester arrived in Kobe from Tokyo on November 15 
and left for Tsingtao by the s.s-. 


"Choan Maru" on November 18. 


o During her visit to Kobe, she lived with Miss D. Forest, Head 


Mistress of the Kobe Jogakuin (Girls School), Sannomiya. She 
delivered a speech on the subject: “The Daily Life of Gandhi", at 


the Kansai University. She also delivered an address at the Kobe 


Girls School on “Social Work in London". 


It is reported tnat she has been visiting China to study Bocial 


work in this country, after which she will visit India. 
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Becenmdber 2 3 


Sirs 


EK have the honour to refer to my ietter of 


December 21, and to state that Miss Muriel Lester arrived 


in Shanghai from Nanking by train at 7.30 aseme December 27. 


Miss Lester, who is a Christian social worker, will reside 
Guring her sojourn in Shanghai with the Rev. F.R. Millican 


at No.i9 Museum Road. She will deliver a adecture at 8.15 


Pem.e. December 27 in the Community Church, No. 53 Avenue 
Petain, for the benefit of the International Pellowship 
Group of the congregation of that institution. she has 
also arranged to broadcast an address under the auspices 
of the Shanghai Christian Broadcasting Association on 
December 28 and to speak before the International Branch 
of the Y.W.C.A. on December 31. 


Miss Lester will leave here far Fokien on January 


2», 1954, and will afterwards proceed to Canton. 


Efforts are now being made to obtain information 


regarding the whereabouts of Mrs. Garry Hogg and Miss 


Rosemary Hogg who are believed to have come to Shanchai 
with Miss Lester. 
I Bave the honour to be, 
Sire 


Your most obedient servant, 


; @d) F. W. Gerrard 
A-De Blackburn, ESQ ce Coemissioner of Policas. 
H.B.M. Consulate-General, 
Shanghai. 
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—____Shanghaji from Nanking on the 7.30 a.m, train on December 27th, 


_and is residing with the Rev. F.R. Millican at the Christian 
Se enone name, 
i Literature Society for China Building, 19 Museum Road, 


She 
will deliver an address at S15 peme_on D 


international Fellowship G roup_ 


in the Community Chureh, 53 | 
On December 28 at 9 pem. the Shanghai Christian 


_ Broadcasting Association Will broadcast an address hy this lady, 


___ Avenue Petain. 


and_on December 31 she will speak at a meeting of the Inter=— 
|__mational Branch of the YoW.C.A, 
Miss Lester is scheduled to depart for Fokien on January 2 
—._from_whence she will proceed to Canton. s a : 
It is believed that she is accompanied by Mrs Garry Hogg _ 
SAL i and Miss Muriel Hogg. 
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REPORT 


ML ss ‘Muriel Lester. 


Miss Muriel rriel Lester, an English social worker, 


accompanied by Mrs Garry Hoge and Miss Raseeens Hoge left 


Hankow on Dee 17 aboard the S.-S. S.S. Kungwo and disembarkea at 
ress of the names of these 


_Woahu. The inclusion in the 
rived in Sha @i on Dec 21 is incor t 


persons as having ar 
arty wili arive in » hai e 


it is expected that the 
nmext week from Nenking by train, 


North Chins Daily News. 
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Sir, 

Z have the honour to refer to ny letter 
ef December 14 and to send you herewith an excerpt 
from today’s North China Deily News regarding Miss 
Muriei Lester who is expected to arrive in Shanghai 
next week. 

ZX have the honour to be, 
Sirs 


Your most obedient servant, 


(8d) F&. W. Ga-re-: 
Commissioner of Police. 


Ae De Binekburn, EBsQeo 
M.BeMe. Consulate-General, 
Shanghai. 
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December 414 3 


I have the honour to refer to your letter 
of December 12, and to state that Miss Muriel Lester 


is making a round the world tour by the N.¥.K. Line 
in company with Mrs. Garry Hoge and Miss. Rosemary Hogg- 
The party arrived in Yokohama by the “Asam Maru“ from 
San Framciseo on October 19, and efforts are at present 
being made to trace their movements after that date. 
go far as can be ascertained, Miss Lester and her 
friends did not pass through Shanghai, and it is 
believed that they journeyed from Japan to Hankow 
wia Tientsin or Tsingtae. Et is believed that they 
are suspected of being engaged in undesirable political 
activities, as Mr. H.H. Steptoe requested the Speciai 
Ss on the 
Zook out for Miss Lester's arrival. 

aceording to information supplied by the 
W.¥-Ke, Miss Lester is 49 yours eld. She is travelling 
on British Passport 0.4888 and gives her address iz 
the United Kingdess se "Kingsley Hall, Bow, Lonéom E-3"- 
urs. Gaxry Hegg is 32 years 014 and Mise Rosemary 
Hogg is 21. They are both British subjecta ant give. 
their address in the United Kingdem a» “Ceoverdalfc 


Grove Avenue, Mapperiey, Nettingmn". 
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XI have given instructions to have the 
inquiry continued, and shall communicate to 
you any further information which is obtained. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient servant, 


(84) F. W. Gerrerc 


Cormissioner of Police 


AeD. Blackburn, Esa-s 
Acting Consul-General, 
HeBeM. Consulate-General, 
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.- Baquixy..from. HeBeMe. _Consulate-General regarding 


ee | Coen ee ee Pye rT Oe | |, ee: D ete Everest Steud ates ia le aaa 
i—_________._With reference to the attached letter dated December 12, _ 


i 
—_1955, from HeBeMe Consulate-General requesting information _ 


—resarding Miss Muriel Lester, I have to s tate that we have no _ 


definite information regarding this lady's political activities _ 
__or of her having passed through Shanghai. _It is believed, _ 
however, that she is regarded with. Suspicion from a noliticalr  _ 

point of view ur sf WEP auseonsvine in so much that a request _ 
to be on tk the look out for her arrival in Shanghai was received _ 


__verbally from Mr. HN. _Steptoe by the undersigned in the early 
rt of this month, 


_____._Discreet enquiries during the past two weeks disci: 
__that a Miss Muriel Lester, British subject, age 49, holding __ 


passport No. 4489, arrived in Yokohama in the NeYeKe vessel __ 
“Asama Maru” from San Francisca on October 19. 


She is on a 


round the world | tour and is accompanied by Mrs. Garry Hogg, 


age 32, and Miss Rosemary Hoge, age 21, both British subjects. _ 


—_ Miss Lester’s home address is given as “Kingsley Hall,  _ 


Bow, London, EeS," and that of Mrs. and Miss Hogg as "Coverdale 


Grove Avenue, Mapperley, Nottingham,® _ 


a. —.... Apart from the above we have no further information ——__ 
rerarding Miss Lester's movements, A wateb has been kept —s_— 


.- on all arrivals at this port. and lists of incoming passengers 
_ have been scrutinized, _ 


Enquiries at the local Chinese Passp ort 
Examination Bureau have also been made with negative results. _ 
tis possible that Wias Lester journeyed to Hankow from _ 


Japan via Tientsin and Nanking and that she has not yet visited 


Officer i/fe Special Branch, 
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Sir, 


-I have the honour to enquire whether a 


certain Miss Muriel Lester, who, I cumenaenne, 
recently passed through Shanghei, came to the 
attention of the police in any way. My enquiry 
arises out of a telegram which I have received 
from His Majesty's Consul—General in Hankow who 
‘asks me whether I can give him any particulars 
regarding this lady, whose activities are causing 
a certain amount of comment in Hankow. 
I have the honour to be, <7 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Acting Consul-General. 


Major dered 5 GolsBes 
Commis: toner of Police, 
> SHANG 


papas 


